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those of the father, for they were made after she had borne
ten children and had endured much sorrow from the death
of her husband and sons. Doctor Fisher, a minister who
knew the family intimately for many years, writes: "From
his mother he gained vivacity, alertness, and a cheerful
spirit. She was a woman of clear and definite religious
faith and of thoughtful views on great questions. I feel
sure she gave to her son reverence and faithfulness." These
qualities George had in eminent degree, and he and his wife
gave to this mother loving and tender care through the
declining years that she spent in their home.

Three of the sons, John, Albert, and George, served in
the Union army and navy in the Civil War and won com-
missions. Albert was a youth of distinct gifts of mind and
character. The tradition is that he was the most promis-
ing of the sons. He was captured at the battle of Gaines's
Mill, was in Libby Prison a short time, was exchanged, and
received a commission as second lieutenant in the 2d New
York Veteran Volunteer Cavalry. With a comrade he
swam a bayou under fire and brought back a bateau which
was used to ferry over the command. This deed was
mentioned in reports. Albert was killed leading a cavalry
charge late in December 1864.

John served as an engineer officer in the navy. After
the war he returned to his father's business in Schenectady.
Here he established a night school and mission, and he
gave time, money, and work to helping the unfortunate.
One of those whom he had befriended, writing in 1913,
says: "That man did a great work for hundreds of poor
little boys and girls, picking them up out of the streets
and helping them to start in a new life. I have acciden-
tally met three men who are holding good positions and
claim they owe all that they are to John Westinghouse."